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Grandparent Day in Nursery

Junior 
School
Christmas 
Nativity

Tuesday 21st October 

2014 was a special 

day at AKS Nursery; 

it was our first 

Grandparent day!  

The afternoon saw 

grandparents of children 

in Toddlers and Pre-School 

brave the stormy Fylde coast 

weather to come and plant a 

daffodil with their grandchild. 

We planted the daffodil bulbs 

in old wellies, made handprint 

daffodil paintings and even 

coloured pictures of daffodils.

Tea, coffee, biscuits and juice 

were enjoyed by all, as well 

as a ‘good old chat’ between 

the grandparents. The 

grandparents were also given 

a personal guided tour of their 

grandchild’s classroom.

NURSERY AND JUNIOR SCHOOL

We look forwarded 
to welcoming all the 
grandparents to our 
future termly events.
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Teddy Bear Heroes Junior School 
Harvest FestivalOur Juniors really got stuck  

into this year’s theme of heroes. 

They were asked to decorate a  

bear as their hero. It could be  

a super hero, a cartoon hero,  

a football hero or someone  

they knew in real life. As you  

can see from the pictures we  

were overwhelmed by entries  

and Miss Wright had the  

challenge of trying to select  

the winners.

After much deliberation she  

chose the following:

Nursery - Elijah 

Infants - Jonathon W 

Lower Juniors - Lucy B 

Upper Juniors - Miranda A

Thank you to all for your support of Children in Need and 

the amazingly dressed bears that we admired. Well done to 

everyone who took part.

On October 3rd 2014, AKS 

Junior School held a Harvest 

Festival. Parents were invited 

to watch the pupils do their 

performances in their classes, 

related to Harvest.

During the week, we collected 

tin cans, dried food and 

toiletries for the Street Life 

appeal, helping young adults 

and teenagers without homes 

and food in Blackpool. We are 

very grateful to those who 

have donated.

People also made cakes and 

biscuits, to sell to parents and 

pupils, raising £389.06 for 

Macmillan Cancer Support.

The assembly was filled with 

talented singers, dancers and 

story-tellers, including the 

Junior School Choir.

We would like to thank all 

the staff for spending their 

time on the children and 

their rehearsals and would 

also like to thank parents for 

supporting and helping out.

Well done once again to the 

children of AKS.

By Joseph Briggs and Meghna 

Shajil (Junior School Music 

Ambassadors)
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Welcome to Mr. Walton,  
the (new) Headmaster at AKS

How long have you been 
teaching for and why did 
you go into teaching?

I have been teaching for 
more than 30 years.  I loved 
my subject, Geography, and 
always wanted to share that 
passion with others.

Which schools have you 
been Head at?

I have had the privilege to 
have been the Headmaster 
at three very different but 
special schools, these are: 
Orchard School in Kent, 
Regents International School 
Pattaya in Thailand, and now 
AKS in Lytham St Annes.

Why did you come  
back to the UK and in 
particular AKS?

After 9 wonderful years at 
Regents in Thailand I felt that 
I had done what I set out 

As this is the very first edition 

of the AKS whole school 

newsletter what better 

way than to start with an 

introduction about Mr. Walton 

and what inspires him as an 

educator and father of three 

students studying at AKS.

Mr. Walton 

has now been 

with the AKS 

community since 

the beginning of 

September and is 

fast approaching 

the end of his first 

term as the new 

Headmaster.  

to achieve.  It was growing 
rapidly (1100+ students), 
the academic results were 
the best ever and its global 
reputation for holistic 
education was continuing 
to grow.  It is a cliché, but I 
wanted a new challenge and 
thought of returning to the 
UK so that my children could 
have that British experience.   
AKS was my first application/
interview; I liked it a lot and 
could see that it had even 
greater potential.

What do you hope to 
achieve with AKS?

I want to build on the quality 
here to create the best 
educational experience in 
the region.  I want students, 
staff and parents to enjoy 
coming into school and to 
get the best out of it.  I want 
our students to progress to 
be young people of success 

and value. I will endeavour 
to attract more students: 
with my business hat on I 
want to ensure it prospers in 
numbers and reputation long 
into the future.

What inspires you  
Mr. Walton?

Any acts of kindness, 
particularly where least 
expected: meeting or  
coming across people far 
more selfless than me; the 
world around me - as a 
geographer I derive a lot 
from beautiful landscapes;  
I am also inspired by new 
ways of thinking.

What have been some of 
your favourite moments 
during this first term?

There have been many:  
seeing my own children 
play hockey and rugby for 
the first time was great, the 
musicians and choirs can 
take my breath away;   
I always appreciate courtesy 
and good manners.  The 
PFA walk in the Lakes was 
the only occasion I’ve found 
time to see the beautiful 
countryside around us. 
Hopefully I’ll see more next 
year.  I would also like to add 
that my family and I have 
been made very welcome 
by the whole community.  
Thank-you.

Read Mr. Walton’s blog here:  
http://aksheadmastersblog.co.uk/category/heads-blog

Follow Mr. Walton on Twitter:  
@AKSHeadmaster 
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Movember at AKS

Operation Christmas Child

Messrs Culpan, Holmes, Jones, 

Maund, McIntyre, Rimmer, 

Rudd, Smith, Smyth, and 

Topping have all put their 

upper lips on the line this 

month and in the process have 

raised over £400.

In the UK, about 1 in 8 men will 

get prostate cancer at some 

point in their lives. Prostate 

cancer mainly affects men 

over the age of 50 and the risk 

increases with age. Movember 

not only focuses on raising 

money for prostate cancer but 

also for testicular cancer and 

men’s mental health.

During the month Bronze 

Duke of Edinburgh students 

baked cakes as part of their 

skill challenge and raised 

over £78 for Movember in the 

process.

Students stood mo to mo with 

This term, students, staff, 

parents and friends of AKS have 

been busy filling shoeboxes 

with gifts of toys, educational 

items and toiletries in support 

of Operation Christmas Child, 

which is a Samaritan’s Purse 

initiative. An astounding 181 

boxes were collected from our 

school hall by Samaritan’s Purse 

representatives this week, and 

these are now racing their way 

to the 130 countries with which 

the organisation works. The 

whole school community really 

came together to support this 

year’s appeal 

and we collected 

91 shoeboxes more than last 

year! We would like to extend 

a heartfelt thank you to all 

those who took the time to get 

involved in support of such  

a worthwhile cause.

staff on the last school day of 

Movember when they were 

invited to wear a moustache to 

school to show their support. 

Mr Maund, Movember team 

leader, has been impressed 

by the support shown by the 

students. Students were also 

challenged to sport the best 

moustache for their school 

house: Olivia won first place 

for Rufford house with a 

moustache peppered with 

beads; Alivia’s ‘rainbow mo’ 

secured second place for 

Gawthorpe; Daisy’s ‘have I got 

some food in my mo?’ earned 

a third place for Leighton and 

Samlesbury’s Annoushka was 

given fourth place for a very 

handsome circus ringmaster’s 

moustache. “The girls 

definitely outperformed the 

boys in moustache creativity,” 

quipped Mr McIntyre.

On the final day of Movember, 

Mr Topping and Mr Maund 

competed in the inaugural 

Lytham 10K Movember run 

organised by Fylde Coast 

Runners. In perfect running 

condition they achieved a not 

too shabby time of 00:47:26 

and 00:48:03 respectively. 

Mr Maund has since been 

overheard complaining that 

his bushier moustache had 

created too much drag to 

prevent him from reaching 

Mr Topping’s superior time. 

A combined sponsorship of 

£200 was raised from their 

endeavour.

Bidding a somewhat fearful 

adieu to their moustaches, 

eight of the mo bros 

consented to having their 

moustaches shaved on 1st 

December by Blackpool’s very 

own cutthroat barber Simone 

of Cut & Shave. The Sweeney 

Todd inspired shave off was 

performed in front of a group 

of bloodthirsty students in 

AKS’ main hall. Not a drop of 

blood was dropped under the 

masterful stroke of Simone 

who appeared to shave years 

off the teachers as well as their 

month-old lip warmers. There 

was some seat squirming, 

however, when the school 

production’s lead for Sweeney 

Todd, Harry, mounted the 

stage and was invited to show 

off his own cutthroat razor 

skills. Thankfully, the safety 

strip was on and no members 

of staff were harmed in the 

making of the publicity photos 

promoting the January school 

production.

In attempt to raise awareness and money for The Prostate Cancer Charity, ten  

male staff members of AKS have once again donated their faces to Movember.
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AKS Has More Talent

Enterprising Students  
Secure Business Loans

The audience demonstrated 

their appreciation for the acts 

by making a £1 donation to 

the Village Aid branch AKS 

Action whilst the performers 

were given the chance to 

show off their musical flair 

during their moments in the 

spotlight.

There was a variety of musical 

styles on display, ranging from 

classic Disney to alternative 

rock. Last year’s winner, 

Niamh, accompanied by friend 

Sally, kick-started the show 

with a haunting performance 

of The Big Bang by Rock 

Mafia. The ever-talented 

George P melted our hearts 

The competition aims to 

encourage England’s budding 

entrepreneurs and enterprising 

young people to get involved 

in business by giving them a 

start-up loan to run a business 

whilst at school or college. The 

first phase of the competition 

involves preparing a business 

plan detailing the proposed 

business idea, the results of 

market research carried out, 

organisational details of how 

the business will be run and 

of course the all-important 

financial forecasts.

Students submitted their 

business plans on 1st October, 

which was a tight timescale 

to prepare detailed proposals 

given that groups were only 

established at the beginning 

of term. However, after an 

agonising wait we have been 

informed that all three groups 

have been awarded a loan and 

will receive a total of £477.90 

to invest in their respective 

businesses. Well done to all 

the students involved.

The second phase of the 

competition has now started. 

This trading phase is where 

our entrepreneurs now carry 

out their plans. So watch 

out for a range of products 

coming on sale in the coming 

weeks from Christmas cards 

to decorations and jewellery 

and please support our 

groups in becoming the next 

Tycoon in School!

with an original song which 

he had penned himself and, 

thanks to their “delicate yet 

strong harmonies”, Year 12 

girls, Phoebe and Isobel, 

impressed the crowd with 

their hipster rendition of 

Teenage Dirtbag. Year 11 band, 

Pull the Trigger, entertained 

our inner- rockers with their 

heavy cover of ‘I Bet You Look 

Good on the Dancefloor’ by 

the Arctic Monkeys. However, 

the ultimate performance of 

the afternoon came from Year 

8 student Florence who took 

the audience on a journey to 

the mountains of Arendelle 

with her enchanting version of 

Let it Go from Disney’s film of 

the year Frozen.

Mr Maund (a.k.a. Louis Walsh), 

Miss Horrocks (a.k.a. Scary 

Spice) and Mrs Cooper were 

brilliant judges, bringing 

praise, constructive criticism 

and a touch of humour to the 

event. At the end of the show, 

the members of the audience 

were able to use their tickets 

to vote for their favourite 

act. Florence was this year’s 

worthy winner, getting double 

the votes of her nearest rivals, 

joint runners-up George P and 

Pull the Trigger.

On behalf of AKS Action, we 

would like to thank all the 

performers and the judges, 

as well as the supportive 

audience for providing a 

wonderful atmosphere. 

Nearly £300 was raised over 

the afternoon, all of which  

will go towards the upkeep  

of the Scholarship Programme 

that Village Aid currently 

funds in Bugiri.

By Rachel and Aishvarya (Year 12)

At the beginning of this half-term, nearly 300 pupils turned up  

to watch the second AKS Has Talent show on the AKS Lytham site.

This year three groups of budding Y12 entrepreneurs 

have entered the Tycoon in School competition run 

by the Peter Jones Foundation. 

Ceramic poppy 
installation for school 
remembrance 2014

Following the success 

of the Ceramic Poppy 

Installation by Paul 

Cummins at the Tower of 

London, our Year 9 pupils 

produced a set of ceramic 

poppies of their own to 

commemorate those from 

our school, who made the 

ultimate sacrifice during 

the First World War. Year 9 

made 73 poppies in total,  

to represent the lives lost.
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First School Council Meeting

Head Girl Reports on AKS Prize Giving

It is AKS’ own Parliament. The 

position of form representative 

is held by one person in 

every form, decided by a 

democratic vote. This position 

of responsibility requires 

acting as both a delegate and 

representative of their peers’ 

views at each council meeting.

Each year’s representatives 

met to discuss what items 

Due to the tremendous level 

of success across all areas 

of the school, the hall was 

packed, with over 100 students 

receiving awards.

It was as if Christmas had 

come early with Mr Walton’s 

cracker jokes, which left 

the whole room in stitches, 

although there were also 

some rather loud groans. 

Following a beautiful rendition 

of Bob Chilcott’s “All for love 

of one” by the girls’ choir, the 

presentations began, with 

prizes awarded for academic 

achievement and successes in 

music, drama and sport.

After presenting the prizes 

our special guest, Councillor 

Keith Mans, gave a fascinating 

speech, which was filled with 

useful advice for the many 

students present to take note 

of. Due to the unusual nature 

of his ever-changing career, 

Councillor Mans was able to 

truly demonstrate that the sky 

is the limit, and encouraged all 

of us to take advantage of all 

the opportunities that come 

our way.

It was certainly a fantastic 

evening for all involved, and it 

was a privilege to be asked to 

assist in the running of such a 

momentous evening. Despite 

some backstage jitters, the 

evening ran effortlessly, and 

was a terrific way to commend 

the students for their 

achievements and encourage 

us all to work diligently 

throughout this year.

Rosie B, Year 13, Head Girl

they would like to put onto 

the meeting’s agenda before 

submitting them to the Chairs 

of the council, this years’ Head 

Boy and Girl (Harry B and 

Rosie B). The representatives 

had assembled bountiful lists 

of suggestions, but thankfully 

not too many complaints. 

Following the meeting the 

Chairs will meet with Mrs 

Cooper and Mr Walton to take 

matters further.

The meeting opened with a 

call for more seats as turnout 

was tremendous. Mrs Cooper 

congratulated all of this year’s 

representatives, before being 

reminded by Mr Walton that 

teachers were to remain silent 

in a corner so as not to disturb 

the student discussions. 

Badges and agendas were 

presented to everyone; the 

meeting was then completely 

run by student fuel.

The topic of lunchtimes 

fired-up the enthusiasm of 

the representatives, every 

imperfection was ripped 

apart. News of an underhand 

student confectionery 

business emerged, as some 

enterprising students had 

been bulk-buying waffles 

and marking-up the prices. 

This might not be the type 

of student initiative that Mr 

Walton was hoping to inspire. 

Some amendments to school 

rules were put forward, though 

nothing outrageous so far: 

Year 11 girls will get the chance 

to let their hair down (literally).

We managed to discuss a 

great number of items and 

now action is ready to be 

taken. The meeting was a 

great demonstration of the 

care and involvement each 

of the students share in AKS. 

Any student can talk to their 

friendly neighbourhood form 

rep about their ideas and 

concerns.

Harry B, Year 13, Head Boy

The first whole school council meeting took  

place on 16th October in ‘The Meeting Room’.

On Thursday 9th October staff, students and parents gathered to celebrate  

the various achievements of the students over the last academic year.

CCF at Halton  
Training Camp

During half term, the 

CCF took a team of 

cadets to Halton Training 

Camp to take part in the 

Lancaster Military Heritage 

Competition. A number of 

ACF and CCF contingents 

were also involved. The 

competition included 

Archery, Watermanship, First 

Aid, Military Knowledge, 

Command Tasks, Shooting 

and Drill. The competition 

between teams was fierce 

and AKS won two of the 

strands, Military Knowledge 

and Watermanship, resulting 

in third place overall, which 

was a terrific achievement.
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International  
Science Seminar

Hunger Heroes

Teamwork and cooperation 

were at the heart of the 

challenges set. Initially, 

students were asked to work 

in their multinational teams 

to create parachutes, again 

in keeping with our topic of 

flight, to drop gracefully and 

slowly from our hall balcony. 

There were some interesting 

and novel designs with the 

best taking over 8 seconds 

to fall. Following this we 

investigated helicopter design 

and how high a helicopter 

powered by rubber bands 

could fly. We also had the 

opportunity to investigate the 

control and versatility of the 

quad copter. In the evening 

students enjoyed each other’s 

Year 13 pupils Caitlin and 

Isobel, and former pupil Alex 

have been working there as 

volunteers for two years now. 

Here, Caitlin tells us about her 

experiences and motivations:

Isobel, Alex and I began 

volunteering at St Peter’s soup 

kitchen in October 2012 as 

part of our Bronze Duke of 

Edinburgh award. Initially the 

role comprised the serving of 

hot drinks, sandwiches, and 

an array of cakes and biscuits 

as well as, of course, the soup! 

Much to our parents’ surprise, 

we also got involved with the 

cleaning! As our required six 

months passed, we found 

ourselves struggling to accept 

that our time there was finished 

as we had become friendly with 

the regulars and familiar with 

our roles. The volunteers and 

clients appreciated the efforts 

we were making and so, after a 

group discussion, we decided 

to continue with our work.

The people who attend the 

soup kitchen aren’t necessarily 

homeless; they may be people 

who are just struggling to make 

ends meet and need a helping 

hand. Before I started my 

volunteer work, I had no idea 

about the astonishing levels 

of poverty around the corner 

from my home and yours too. 

This is why I am very grateful 

that the school have decided 

to get involved in sponsoring 

company during ‘film night’.

Day five brought our seminar 

to an end with formal 

presentations from the 

students. The emphasis of 

these was on what they had 

enjoyed and learnt, both in 

terms of science, but more 

importantly, about each other. 

The presentations were of 

a superb standard but the 

most enjoyable aspect was 

observing first-hand the 

emotion and depth of feeling 

with which students spoke 

about each other and their 

experience. I am certain that 

this really will be an experience 

that both AKS students and 

our visitors will remember for 

the rest of their lives.

the charity and I am especially 

thankful to our new Headmaster, 

Mr Walton, and his colleagues 

Miss Johnson and Mrs Grant who 

came along to see for themselves 

the people we would be helping 

in our fundraising. I believe it is 

a really important cause which 

deserves support from the whole 

school community. A small 

donation from each pupil be it 

money, food, clothes or bedding 

will make a massive difference to 

the individuals on the receiving 

end. Perhaps the best part is 

that the pupils may be offered 

the chance to see the results for 

themselves. The most rewarding 

part about our work is meeting 

these amazing people and 

hearing all their honest stories; it 

has truly been an eye- opening 

experience and one which I am 

excited to continue with in this 

new chapter.”

As part of AKS Action’s 

fundraising initiatives this 

year, the group has decided to 

become Hunger Heroes and 

back the Free the Children’s 

‘We Scare Hunger’ campaign. 

This Halloween we shall be 

holding a food drive in our 

school community and will also 

trick-or-treat for non-perishable 

food items instead of just candy. 

Hopefully, when we drop them 

off at our local food banks and 

soup kitchens we’ll have taken 

some small steps towards 

helping stop hunger in its tracks...

By the end of the five day Science Seminar 

strong bonds and friendships had been made 

with students from England, Germany and the 

Czech Republic forming formidable teams.

On Tuesday 23rd September Mr Walton, 

Mrs Grant and Miss Johnson joined AKS 

students past and present at a local soup kitchen 

held at St Peter’s Church in Blackpool.

Year 3 
string 
scheme
The children in Year 3 have been doing extremely well with their 

violin playing this term. Ms Harrison, our visiting Teacher of 

Violin, is delighted with their progress. We were proud to see all 

28 children give their inaugural performance at the Christmas 

Concert in the Junior Hall. It was a great opportunity to hear 

them for the first time and to witness their progress. The Music 

Department is extremely grateful to the PFA for their financial 

support with this year’s string scheme and giving every Year 3 

student the chance to learn to play the violin.
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Following the success of Into 

the Woods, the Creative Arts 

Department decided the show 

will run from the 29th to 31st 

January 2015 and include a 

Saturday matinee performance 

at Lowther Pavilion.

The team were also delighted 

to announce that the title 

role of Sweeney Todd will be 

played by Harry M, with Megan 

B playing his partner in crime, 

Mrs Lovett. It was lovely to see 

some new faces at auditions 

and no one surprised us more 

than George C who instantly 

claimed the part of Judge 

Turpin. Johanna will be played 

Years 7 and 8 are working steadily through the Rainbow Reading 

scheme with some fierce competition being fought between 

7A and 7S. To commemorate the centenary of WWI there is an 

ongoing selection of books on offer covering all aspects of the war 

including poetry, fiction and non-fiction titles. To remind all pupils 

about the importance of correct use of grammar there is a very 

comprehensive display of language skills situated near the English 

Language books. Thanks to the Booktrust we have a superb 

selection of 4 different fiction titles which will be used in early 2015 

to form some reading groups for years 7-9. The notice board is 

currently asking “What do you think?”  Students are encouraged 

to consider a series of statements and ponder the issues raised.  

Promoting the importance of maintaining a healthy digital footprint 

always features heavily in the Library.  Sixth Form were treated to 

a session by an expert in this area and some were surprised at how 

much impact your online profile can have on your prospects.  Year 

7 pupils have enjoyed the 12 Days of Christmas Quiz and the overall 

House winner will be declared on the last day of term in assembly. 

by Isobel C and Christian M will 

play her love interest Anthony. 

Ben S, George P and Phoebe G 

will play Pirelli, Tobias and the 

Beggar Woman respectively.

Sweeney Todd - School Edition 
will run from the 29th January 
to 31st January 2015 nightly at 
7.30pm, and includes a Saturday 
matinee at 2pm. Tickets are 
£12 for adults and £10 for 
concessions. Tickets are now on 
sale from Lowther Pavilion only 
on (01253) 794221 or by visiting 
www.lowtherpavilion.co.uk.

Follow: @AKSDrama

Mr Chandler, Ms Preston and Miss Horrocks 

were delighted to announce that Sweeney 

Todd will be this year’s annual school 

musical back in September.

A Musical Day  
in the Community

In the morning, the choir 

performed in the chapel at 

Trinity Hospice and they 

certainly did themselves 

proud. The hospice staff 

commented on their ability to 

communicate, as well as use 

their performance as a form 

of respite for the children 

and adults. The Chairman of 

the hospice then showed the 

choir around Brian House (the 

children’s wing), and pupils 

spoke to him and the staff 

about the work that they do.

Following this, pupils 

performed at the Highfield 

Day Centre in Blackpool, 

where the audience was 

equally appreciative. In the 

afternoon, they performed 

for the Ladies’ Luncheon Club 

annual Christmas dinner at the 

Grand Hotel in St. Annes, and 

at Fosbrooke House in Lytham. 

After each concert, it was great 

to see our pupils interacting 

with residents and guests, 

demonstrating just what caring 

young people they are.

On Wednesday of the penultimate week of 

term, the Girls’ Choir with eleven boys who 

represented the Full Choir, spent the day 

performing four community concerts in the 

Blackpool and Fylde area.

AKS Library
The Library continues to be “the heart” 

of the school, busy from early morning 

through to late afternoon. 

Please follow us on @AKSLibrary
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Sparkle Malawi

Where are they now and what are they doing?

Sarah travelled to Malawi 

after she left school to 

volunteer in an orphanage 

for three months.  Whilst 

staying in the country she 

suffered from severe bowel 

complications and required 

emergency treatment in one 

of the hospitals.  Feeling like 

she owed something to the 

country that saved her life, 

Sarah travelled back to Malawi 

two years later with her Mum 

to see what she could do 

to help.  Stumbling across a 

group of orphans who were 

in desperate need of support, 

Sarah returned to the UK and 

launched Sparkle Malawi to 

raise money to build a school 

to help these children.

Raising 30,000 GBP from a 24 

hour bike ride, a charity ball, 

a marathon, school donations 

and receiving money as her 

21st birthday presents, Sarah 

headed back to Malawi in 2012 

to build her school.

Now fully functioning, Sparkle 

Malawi provides an education 

for 96 orphans aged between 

0-5 year olds who attend the 

school from 8 am till 2pm 

every day. In the afternoon 

the School opens its doors to 

For more information please contact Sarah Brook  
on sarah_brook@hotmail.com or 00971 553 946 865.

children over the age of 12, who 

need some extra support with 

reading, writing and English.  

All children are provided with 

two meals a day and all the 

necessary equipment to help 

them with their daily routine.

Costing 300 GBP a month 

to run, Sarah is reaching out 

to Schools and pupils to 

encourage them to get involved 

and help make a difference. 

Driven by the fact she knows 

she can’t change the world  

but can do something to help 

this small number of orphans, 

Sarah travels the UK giving 

speeches to school children 

to tell them how easily they 

can be involved and ultimately 

change a child’s life. 

With the hope of providing 

electricity, a weekly nurse, a 

hostel that street kids who 

suffer from HIV can call home 

and ongoing education support 

for all the existing pupils, Sarah 

needs people to get behind her 

and help make it possible.

The next step to take Sparkle 

Malawi forward is to become 

a registered charity in the UK.  

Requiring a minimum of 5,000 

GBP per year, Sarah is hoping 

that schools can join together 

with her Sparkle Malawi school 

and help make this possible.

Offering yearly trips for school 

children and teachers to go 

out and volunteer and stay in 

a nearby house with all the 

necessary amenities, Sarah 

wants other young people to 

get involved and do something 

rewarding and life changing. 

With many large tour operators, 

offering expensive packages 

for such trips, this opportunity 

provides pupils with the chance 

to have a direct impact on a 

group of people’s lives, who are 

in desperate need of support. 

Unlike some other 

organisations, 100% of the 

funds go to helping the children 

and anyone who donates is 

given the choice of how they 

want their money to be spent.

Having just returned from 

Malawi this week, Sarah’s trip 

is highlighted on the Sparkle 

Malawi Facebook page.   

A donation page and website is 

currently being set-up.

Sparkle Malawi is a non-profit organisation 

set up by old Arnoldian Sarah Brook in 2010.

Driven by the fact 
she knows she 

can’t change the 
world but can do 

something to help 
this small number 
of orphans, Sarah 

travels the UK giving 
speeches to school 

children to tell them 
how easily they can 

be involved and 
ultimately change a 

child’s life.
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Formation of the OAKS Alumni Association

But the legacies of the schools 

that went before it are an 

important part of its history 

and are well remembered in 

the communities of Lytham 

St Anne’s and South Shore. 

Many thousands of pupils 

have attended those schools 

over the years, and a former 

pupil’s association is being 

established to represent this 

larger community.

The OAKS will be founded on 

the past experiences of the 

former pupils associations 

of both Arnold and KEQMS 

schools. The 2 established 

alumni organisations (Old 

Arnoldians and Old Lidunians) 

will come together to form 

the basis of the OAKS, whilst 

the pupil numbers leaving the 

new combined school grow 

over-time. Each of the former 

pupil groups will continue to 

support their previous heritage 

at either Arnold or KEQMS, 

but in joining forces we can 

become more efficient, and 

look to integrate pupils as 

they begin to leave the school 

under the AKS banner.

The next event for the 

association will be the annual 

For more information about OAKS, please contact: Anthony.Hoskisson@questachartered.co.uk - paul.beverley@btinternet.com

Boxing Day rugby match, 

for the Old Arnoldians v Old 

Lidunians being held at Fylde 

Rugby Club. Kick-off is 2:30pm 

and entrance fees are £5 per 

adult and free for children - 

the proceeds from the gate 

receipts are split between the 

rugby club, Old Arnoldians and 

Old Lidunians making it a great 

fundraising occasion. 

With the formation 

of the AKS school 

through the merger 

of Arnold and 

KEQMS schools, 

a new chapter 

has been started 

in the history of 

the school on the 

Lytham site.

Following the successful merger of Arnold School and 

KEQMS, AKS Independent School is now well into the 

second full year at its location on Clifton Drive South in 

Lytham St. Annes.  After a very successful first year and 

the completion of some major new developments on the 

site we would like to invite you to a morning reception 

and tour of the school on Friday 23rd January 2015. 

The morning will consist of the following format:

9.15-9.45am: Arrival and tea & coffee in the school hall 

with long standing Arnold and KEQMS teachers / staff

9.45am-10am: Welcome from Mr. Mike Walton, AKS 

Headmaster

10am-11am: Tour of the Senior School

11am-12noon: Tour of the Junior School and Nursery

12pm-12.30pm: Meet the AKS students and tea & coffee 

in the school hall

If you would like to join us for this inaugural AKS alumni event then please register your name/s with our Director  

of Marketing & Events, Paul Crouch, at paul.crouch@arnoldkeqms.com before Wednesday 21st January 2015.

AN INVITATION TO ALL ALUMNI  
OF ARNOLD, KEQMS AND AKS
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Teaching 
& Learning 
Update

The Student Reviews have 

allowed students to reflect 

on their own academic 

progress, consider their 

own strengths and areas for 

improvement, whilst allowing 

them to set personal targets 

for the weeks ahead. This 

has led to students having 

a greater understanding of 

their own learning, whilst 

enabling staff to support 

students in a personalised 

manner. Parents have also 

been involved in this process, 

as the Student Review 

forms have been used as 

part of the Review Evening 

discussion; feedback from 

the students, parents and 

staff has been very positive. 

The PACE Reviews have 

looked at the more holistic 

side of the students’ 

education and have 

allowed the students to 

reflect and consider how 

they can develop such 

skills as leadership and 

public speaking, and how 

they can make the most 

of the enormous range of 

co-curricular activities that 

the school offers, as well as 

being a committed member 

of their House.

The teaching staff at AKS 

are continually looking 

at ways to develop their 

impact on the students’ 

learning and progress in 

the classroom, and this 

term the area of formative 

marking and feedback has 

been at the fore. This ties 

in with the culture of the 

Student Review forms, with 

the emphasis on quality, 

personalised feedback to 

enable students to maximise 

their potential.

Another area which 

AKS teachers have been 

considering is the concept of 

the ‘flipped classroom’, which 

is being trialled in lessons, by 

several teachers, at present. 

The emphasis of the ‘flipped 

classroom’ is to encourage 

greater independent learning 

in our students, as well as 

considering a different way 

of learning. 

Mr. Allan Mckeown 

Assistant Head for  

Teaching & Learning

A major focus for 

staff and students in 

the Senior School, 

over the last term, has 

been the introduction 

of our new Student 

Review forms and 

PACE Review forms. 

What do you teach and what  
other roles do you have at AKS? 

I teach English and Critical Thinking. I am 
also Deputy Head of Sixth Form, House 
Coordinator, and Oxbridge Coordinator. 

Where did you teach or  
work before coming to AKS? 
I spent five years teaching in the state 
sector; four years in Nottingham and  
one in Cheshire. 

What is the best thing about teaching at AKS? 

The best thing about teaching at AKS is the 
genuine hunger pupils have for learning. 
Not long after joining school I remember 
walking into my classroom and finding two 
Year 9 pupils scribbling on the whiteboard. 

Thinking the worst, I chastised them for 
defacing a board only to discover they were 
challenging each other to solve fractions!

Tell us one interesting fact about yourself: 
I once got paid to spend the entire day in  
bed dressed as John Lennon in the middle  
of a bookshop.

What is your favourite book and why? 

I normally answer To Kill A Mockingbird 
by Harper Lee, but today I’m going to say 
Metamorphoses by Ovid. Metamorphoses is an 
epic tapestry of classical mythology that is the 
perfect gift for any budding literature student.

Give us a quote for the day: 
“Never laugh at live dragons.” - J.R.R. Tolkien

TEACHER 
IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT
MR. KEVIN 
MAUND
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Sporting Highlights 
Term 1

As usual sport is taken 

seriously and all AKS teams 

play competitively doing 

their best to win in a fair and 

sporting manner.  Although 

everyone likes to win it is 

more important that sport 

is fun, exciting, challenging 

and inclusive and we are very 

proud as a school that all our 

students have the opportunity 

to participate and compete in 

sports that they are interested 

in and want to improve at.  

The following are some of 

the highlights of this term’s 

sporting achievements.

The Junior boys hockey team 

were the runners up at the 

AJIS Boys’ Hockey tournament 

and also won three other 

tournaments.   

AKS have also entered U8 and 

U11 mixed teams in to hockey 

tournaments to give our 

students more opportunities 

to play.  The U11s won a 

tournament in October and 

in November both the U8 and 

U11 teams won.  The Junior 

boys’ rugby team have gone 

the term undefeated playing 

eight other teams: including 

well-earned draws against 

Kirkham and Manchester 

Grammar.  The Junior 

athletics team won the indoor 

championships held at AKS 

back in September and the 

Junior swimming gala earlier 

this month was a huge success 

with champion swimmers 

being crowned across all the 

year groups.

In the senior school the 

sporting season never really 

finished at the end of last 

year as there were hugely 

successful hockey and rugby 

tours to Australia and South 

Africa for girls and boys 

respectively in the summer 

holidays.  Hockey has again 

been extremely popular 

with the AKS girls and some 

weekends up to 14 teams have 

represented the school.  The 

U16 and U14 1st XI hockey 

teams both reached the 

regional final of the National 

Competition and the U16 

XI hockey team reached 

the North Finals.  Individual 

mentions in hockey go to 

1st XI hockey players Hannah 

Denison and Lucy Whalley 

who both represented the 

North U18 hockey team.  The 

boys have also performed 

gallantly on the rugby pitch 

every weekend and individual 

achievements beyond the 

school teams have gone to 

1st XV rugby players Tom 

Forster, Alex Vowles-Bradley, 

Matt Patterson and Elliot 

Fackey, all selected for the 

North Independent School 

Lambs XV.  Five boys are 

also in the U15 Lancashire 

rugby squad, they are Sam 

Kyle-Clay, Jake Moore, Ryan 

Evans, Fraser Stanier and 

Josh Moreau.  Lastly, at the 

recent Gazette Awards Isaac 

Towers, Ben Riding and Sam 

Matthews were all nominated 

for Outstanding Sporting 

Achievement with Isaac 

winning over all.

It has been another very busy  

and successful term of sport at AKS. 
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AKS Ladies’ 
Luncheon Club
The AKS Ladies’ Luncheon Club is a friendly 

group of ladies who meet for lunch at 

The Grand Hotel, St Annes, monthly from 

November through to May each year. 

We enjoy a delicious three 

course meal and then 

listen to a speaker or have 

some other entertainment. 

We currently have 

around 100 members 

made up of mothers and 

grandmothers of current 

pupils, old girls of both 

King Edward Queen Mary 

School and Arnold School, 

ex- teachers and their 

friends. We aim to be 

inclusive and offer a warm 

welcome to prospective 

new members and guests 

who have an interest in 

the school. 

Our first lunch  

of the New Year is:

21 JANUARY
Brian Freeland – ‘Women 

of the Raj’ a talk about 

the role of British women 

in India, based on letters, 

diaries and memoirs of 

the period. 

Brian Freeland is a well-

travelled speaker and 

playwright. In his role 

for the British Council 

he toured to 42 different 

countries and has made 

eight tours of the Indian 

subcontinent. 

If you are not a member but you would like to come and try one 

of our lunches, you would be very welcome! The lunches cost 

£20 for a member and £23 for a guest.  Please ring Debbie Bevis, 

our Booking Secretary, by 16 January for the next lunch 01995 
679379 or her email address is debbie.bevis@btinternet.com  
We cannot accept arrivals on the day who have not pre-booked 

with Debbie.

How long have you been a student at AKS for? 
This is my 15th year at AKS, I’ve been here since joining the 
nursery at the age of 3.

What A Level subjects are you studying? 
I am currently studying Mathematics, Chemistry and History.

Which subject/s are your favourite and why? 
Math is my favourite, and my chosen subject to study at 
degree level. I love the logical nature of math, and the fact 
that it contains both completely abstract concepts, and the 
basis of the science which shapes the whole world.

Why do you think AKS is a special  
school and environment to learn in? 
Due to the small class sizes, the education is a very personal 
experience, and students and teachers know each other 
very well. Also, there are a huge number of opportunities 
to try new activities, whether it is in sport, music or drama, 
and it is easy to get involved.

What do you see as the main role  
and responsibilities of a head student? 
To be the link between the students and the staff, and 
to convey the views and ideas of the students to the 
leadership team of the school.

What do you hope to do and achieve beyond AKS? 
After sixth form I am planning on studying mathematics at 
university, and after that working in finance in London.

What advice would you give younger AKS  
students as they progress through their education? 
To get involved in as much as they can, in all areas of school 
life, as it really enriches your experience, as well as allowing 
you to make more friends.

If you could have a conversation with anyone  
past or present, who would it be and why? 
Stephen Fry, he has done so much in his life, and I’d love 
to discuss his time at Cambridge, his acting career, and his 
brilliant novels. I’d particularly love to find out how he came 
up with the idea for ‘Making History’.

AKS HEAD GIRL
ROSIE BOYCE

For more information see the school web site:  
http://www.arnoldkeqms.co.uk/community/view/392
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AKS Local 
Governing Body  
Has a New Chairman

AKS PARENTS’ 
& FRIENDS’ 
ASSOCIATION

It is with great sadness but 

also with much appreciation 

that the AKS community 

has said farewell to Mr. Jerry 

Wooding OBE as he stood 

down as the first Chair of 

the school Governing Body 

this week.  Mr. Wooding 

joined the Arnold School 

Governing Council in 1997 

and became Chairman in 

2004.  Following the merger 

AKS PFA are a group of 

parents who organise a variety 

of social events throughout 

the school year to promote the 

school community and raise 

funds for the schools’ pupils.

As a parent at AKS you are 

automatically a member of the 

PFA and are invited to attend 

all our events and meetings. 

We are already organising 

events for 2015; please look 

out for more information in the 

Spring term.

The PFA are always looking 

for enthusiastic parents and 

friends of students of all ages 

to support the school through 

PFA events.  If you would like 

to be involved please contact 

Jordanna Woodman at:  

jordanna.1@hotmail.co.uk 

PFA DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Monday 12th January 
PFA Meeting 7.30pm  
Senior Library

Thursday 12 February 
Junior Disco 6pm-7.30pm

Sunday 22nd March 
Easter Fair 2pm-4pm Junior Hall

Thursday 30th April 
Ladies Night, Stringers 
Department Store Lytham

for the future.  Taking on 

the chairmanship from 1st 

January 2015 is Mr. Chris 

with KEQMS in 2011, Jerry 

became the Chairman of 

the Joint Local Governing 

Body and in 2012 assumed 

the chairmanship of the 

AKS Local Governing 

Body.  We are extremely 

grateful for the time, energy 

and stewardship that Mr. 

Wooding has devoted to 

the school and community 

and wish him all the best 

Dickson, a former pupil 

of KES and long standing 

director at BAE Systems.

How long have you been a 
student at AKS for? 
I have been at AKS since 
Kindergarten

Which subject/s are your 
favourite and why? 
P.E, because you get to 
play with your friends 
and be in teams. Music is 
also an inspiration of my 
life and I can play lots of 
instruments. I would love 
to be a musician when 
I grow up, or maybe an 
actor.

Why do you think AKS 
is a special school and 
environment to learn in? 
When KEQMS and Arnold 
came together all the 
children got on great, and 
lots of amazing teachers 
came together.

What do you see as 
the main role and 
responsibilities of a 
student leader? 
A big part of being a 
House Captain is making 

What are you looking 
forward to most about the 
Senior School? 
I am looking forward to 
yummy school lunches, 
as well as having more 
FREEDOM!

What advice would 
you give younger AKS 
students as they progress 
through their education in 
the Junior School? 
My advice is, “to stand 
up for yourself, and don’t 
be in a rush to grow up, 
because time is precious! 
I never used to have the 
courage to stand up for 
myself, and I regret it.”

If you were Mr. Walton  
for one day what would 
be the first thing that you 
would do? 
If I was Mr Walton, I would 
have cake sales every 
day, and we would go on 
day trips to theme parks 
every Friday! We would 
have lots of sports events, 
and more music lessons 
and more instruments to 
use.  I would make break 
a lot longer, and let all the 
children be individuals and 
wear their own clothes.

sure everybody is friends, 
and help everybody not to 
fight, I love being a House 
Captain.

What do you like most about 
the Junior School? 
I love playing with the little 
children in the juniors, as well 
as the year 5’s (soon to be 
year 6’s).  So I will miss them 
LOADS when I go up into the 
senior school. But at least I 
will have my friends coming 
up to the seniors with me!

JUNIOR  
HOUSE 
CAPTAIN
ALICIA 
COONEY



The Fylde’s Leading
Independent School

Independent Education for pupils aged 2 to 18

Saturday 24th January 2015
Year 7 Entrance Exam

The best GCSE and A level results on the Fylde
To register, ring Mrs Wyatt on 01253 784104
Assisted places and scholarships also available 

For more information visit www.arnoldkeqms.com
Clifton Drive South, Lytham St Annes, Lancashire FY8 1DT     Tel: 01253 784100


